













Changing Professional Image of Physical Therapists in the Process of 
Constructing Training System
Ryo Mikami
Abstract: This study describes physical therapists’ professionalization issues, with a focus 
on the uniqueness and autonomy of the profession. The Physical Therapist and Occupational 
Therapist Act specified a training system for physical therapists. The changes to the draft 
Act were analyzed to identify what factors affected these changes. The results show that the 
official documents for the draft Act demonstrate physical therapy’s uniqueness as distinct from 
other professions and the doctors’ complementary autonomy, which specified the “legislation 
aim,” “occupations,” and “qualification for national examination” as originally drafted. However, 
the uniqueness and autonomy of physical therapists were found to decrease as the draft was 
amended. Therefore, these changes can be shown to be strongly influenced by activities to 
protect the security of conventional occupations. Arguments about the new profession’s own 
meanings, abilities, and knowledge were then marginalized.
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精神に障害のある者に対する医療
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